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Take a look into how Hamilton fared in January 2025 by the numbers!
Data taken from Statistic Canada’s Labour Force Survey and WPH'’s Job Board.
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In January 2025, Hamilton’s unemployment rate
increased by 0.2% to 7.5% - slightly below the
provincial rate (7.6%) and well above the national
rate of 6.7%. From a four month span, Hamilton’s
unemployment has crept up by around 0.2%,
month-over-month.

REGIONAL COMPARISON

The chart on the right-hand side looks at
unemployment by regions in Canada. The data is
sorted by highest- to lowest unemployment rates.
The Windsor CMA had the highest
unemployment, at 9.1% (+2.4% above the
national). Following was Toronto at 8.8%. For
Hamilton, our unemployment rate was at the
lower end, just below Ontario and above the
national rate. The lowest unemployment rate was
held by St. Catharines-Niagara, at 6.1%.

In January 2025, the Hamilton Census Metropolitan
Area (CMA) employed 424,000 persons. Below,
shows the type of employment.
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Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0467-01

From the 424K employed, 361.3K were employees
and 62.6K were self-employed. For those with
employee status, majority were private sector, at
279.2K, and 82.2K were in the public sector.

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

WINDSOR 9.1%
TORONTO 8.8%
KITCHENER-CAMBRIDGE-WATERLOO 8.0%
ONTARIO 7.6%
HAMILTON 7.5%

CANADA 6.7%
ST.CATHARINES NIAGARA 6.1%

Source: Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0459-01
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The three pie charts below look at the distribution of job posts collected from our Job Board by
employment type, duration and skill-level.
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The top in-demand occupation for January 2025
were Registered Nurses with 202 job posts, and
a median hourly wage of $41.00/hour.

GROWING OCCUPATIONS

The top growing occupational group for January
2025 was Manufacturing and Utilities, which saw
employment increase by 11% M-o-M. Following,
was Business and Admin occupations at 3%.
Health occupations saw a slight increase in
employment (+1%).

DECLINING OCCUPATIONS

The top declining occupational group was Natural
Resources and Agriculture, declining by 6% M-o-
M. Following were occupations in Social
Sciences, which declined by 5%. Management
occupations also declined by 3% in January.
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TOP EMPLOYERS

Our Job Board collects information on the employers
hiring in Hamilton. These were the top five.
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The City of Hamilton had the most job posts in
January, with 188. Following was McMaster
University with 175 job posts. Based on sectors, 705
came from the Health Care sector, followed by Retail
Trade (327) and Educational Services (321).
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