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In October 2025, the Hamilton Census Metropolitan
Area (CMA) employed 452,000 persons. The chart
below shows the types of employment.

Employment declined by 2,600 workers in October.
Most of the decline occurred in the public sector
(-1,500), while the private sector recorded an increase
(+2,300) and the number of self-employed individuals
fell by 3,300.

UNEMPLOYMENT, JUL - OCT 2025

REGIONAL COMPARISON
The chart on the right presents unemployment
rates across Southern Ontario, ranked from
highest to lowest. Windsor recorded the highest
rate at 9.6%, standing 2.6% above the national
average. Toronto followed at 8.7%, while
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo reported 7.3%. St.
Catharines-Niagara registered 7.2%, and Hamilton
reported the lowest rate among these cities at
7.0%, on par with the national average and below
the provincial rate of 7.8%.

Hamilton's unemployment rate fell slightly to
7.0% in October 2025, down 0.2% from the
previous month, following increases earlier in the
year. The city now matches the national average
of 7.0% and sits below Ontario's provincial rate of
7.8%.

Take a look into how Hamilton fared in October 2025 by the numbers!
Data taken from Statistics Canada’s Labour Force Survey and WPH’s Job Board.
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WWW.WORKFORCEPLANNINGHAMILTON.CA

Source: Statistics Canada. Table 14-10-0459-01
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410045901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410045901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410046701
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TOP EMPLOYERS

Our Job Board collects information on the employers
hiring in Hamilton. These were the top five.

McMaster University had the most job posts in
October 2025, with 420. Following were the City of  
with 257, Hamilton Health Sciences with 232, St.
Joseph’s with 135, and AgeCare with 72.

TOP IN DEMAND JOBS

GROWING OCCUPATIONS
Manufacturing was the top growing occupational
group for October 2025, with a M-o-M increase of
7%. Following was Sales (5%), and Education (2%). 

GROWTH

DECLINING OCCUPATIONS
The top declining occupational group was Art &
Recreation, declining by 16% M-o-M. Following
were occupations in Health, which declined by 6%.
Management occupations declined by 3% in
October.
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The three pie charts below look at the distribution of job posts collected from our Job Board by
employment type, duration and skill-level.
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The top in-demand occupation for October 2025
was Retail Salespersons, with 304 job posts and
a median hourly wage of $19.00/hour.
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*Median wages are taken from job postings and include both full-time and part-time rates.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=1410046703&pickMembers%5B0%5D=1.20&cubeTimeFrame.startMonth=07&cubeTimeFrame.startYear=2025&cubeTimeFrame.endMonth=09&cubeTimeFrame.endYear=2025&referencePeriods=20250701%2C20250901

